Thirteen Moons Language Lesson

The pattern on the back of a turtle has thirteen large sections surrounded by a ring of 28 small sections, which can be used as a calendar to count the passing of days and moons through the yearly cycle. Each moon phase holds significant importance in the life of Oneida people.
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Time Frame: 15 Sessions, 30 minutes in length,

13 sessions – one for each moon to develop flash cards for each student

2 sessions – for review enrichment
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Geographic Location: Wisconsin, Upper Midwest

Developed by: Carol B. Bauman, Language/Culture Trainee Supervisor, Oneida Language Revitalization Program, Oneida Nation, P. O. Box 365, Oneida, WI 54155 (800) 236-2214
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Date lesson was developed: July 24, 2001

American Indian Standards:

· Language and Literacy Standard #1: Listen for meaning and gain information from spoken English and a Native Language.

· Language and Literacy Standard #2: Speak coherently, conveying ideas in both English and a Native Language.

INSTRUCTION

Goal:  Students will learn to speak and understand the meanings in the Oneida Language of the most commonly used names for each of the Thirteen Moon cycles in their community.

Behavioral Objectives: Students will:

· Listen and watch video clips of Oneida elder speakers saying the name of each moon.

· Practice saying the name of each moon along with the teacher

· Draw pictures corresponding with the name of each of the moon cycles

· Display the pictures while speaking the corresponding Oneida name

Prior Knowledge Needed:  

· Sound System of the Oneida Language

Materials and Resources Needed:

· Computer Access

· Microsoft Media Player

· Video Clips of Oneida Elders (Link to webpage)

· List of Thirteen Moons in Oneida Language and English Translation – Attachment 1

· Drawing Paper, crayons/paints/colored markers

· Oneida Font
Culture Content and Strategies: 

For thousands of years the People of the Longhouse have kept track of the times of the changing seasons by observing the positions of Grandmother Moon and the annual arrival of the Seven Dancers. When this constellation, known to the Europeans as Pleiades, reaches its apex, the beginning of the seasons start with the new moon known as the Midwinter Moon. All of the remaining annual natural events can be very closely forecast as the moon phases change. In this manner, the People of the Longhouse know when to plant, when fish will be in the streams, when maple sap flows, when the strawberries ripen and countless other things that always happen at certain times of the year. It is even possible to forecast the arrival of newborn children because the 28 day cycle of the moon coincides exactly with the female cycle.

The People of the Longhouse honor these 13 cycles of Grandmother Moon with ceremonies. The Midwinter Ceremony begins the yearly ceremony cycle. The ceremony is held the fifth day after the first new moon following the longest night of the year.

Lesson Summary and Performance Tasks:  

Have children gather around computers to view the individual video clips of the Oneida elder speakers. Beginning with the Midwinter Moon, play the video clip several times so that the students may hear and see the Oneida elder speakers. Next say the Oneida Name of the Midwinter Moon and have the children repeat it after you and do this several times. Ask the children to raise their hands as you ask for volunteers to try to say the Oneida words. Pass out paper and drawing materials and explain to the children what the Oneida name means in English. Have the children draw a picture of the moon cycle.

As children finish their pictures, review the Oneida name with them. Select students who haven’t had an opportunity to speak in front of the rest of the class. Show the video clip one more time and have the children repeat the name after the Oneida elder speaker has spoken. This can be repeated again with the next moon cycle.

Assessment:  

· The student will be able to correctly identify the moon cycle when prompted by the picture he or she drew, assessed by checklist. 

· In an understandable way, the student will be able to speak the Oneida words used to describe the moon cycle. (Note: “understandable way” means that the child is speaking clearly enough to determine that the appropriate moon cycle picture is being identified. Correct pronunciation will come later); assessed by checklist. 

EXTENSION

Technology Integration: 

· Use of PC to play video clips of Oneida Elder Speakers

Enrichment/Remediation: 

· The last two sessions will be opportunities to review language acquisition with students

· The pictures that the students create can be bound into a book that they can take home and share with their family

· The pictures can be used to create an Iroquois calendar that will track ceremonies, cultural based activities or events of other significance.

· The pictures can also be used as a Memory Game to be used as an Assessment tool

Teacher Reflections
To be added by individual user

