LESSON PLAN

DESCRIPTORS

Curriculum Areas:  Fine Arts, Navajo Studies, Science, Home Economics

Recommended Levels:  Middle School & Secondary

Time Frame:  One morning 4-hour block and 10 class periods (45 min./class)

Tribal Affiliation:  Navajo Tribe
Geographic Location:  Arizona, Northern Navajo Reservation

Developed by:  Reva Begay

Email Address:  rbegay87@hotmail.com
Date lesson was developed:  June 28, 2001

American Indian Standards:  Indian Language and Literacy Standards Grades 5 – 12

INTRODUCTION

Goal:  

To recognize the importance of sheep in the Navajo Culture. 

Behavioral Objectives:  The students will be able to:

· identify the importance of sheep by listing 4 major ways that it is used.
· prepare a portion of the sheep for a meal.
· describe the ways wool is used. 
Prior Knowledge:  

· Cooking procedures

· Understanding of butchering techniques

· Digital camera operation

· PowerPoint presentation

· Creating a web site

· Internet searching

· Create a rubric

Resources/materials needed:  

· big bowls

· sharp knives

· aluminum foil

· warm water

· cooking utensils

· eating utensils

· flour

· salt

· baking powder 

· firewood

· cooking grill

· digital video/camera

· video tape

· floppy disks

· computer lab with Internet access

· color printer for pictures

· paper for brochures

· consultants (bring demonstration materials)

· sheep

Culture Content:

· Demonstration of carding, coloring and spinning of the wool

· Teachings and stories of Navajo Weavers

· Process of shearing sheep

· Navajo Vocabulary 

· Published materials:  Books, web site, brochures, pamphlets, etc.

· Samples of wool production

Lesson Summary & Performance Task:

The students will help create a rubric for the lesson.  The students will learn the importance of sheep in the Navajo Culture.  The major emphasis of the lesson will be learning the process of butchering a sheep for a meal. The consultant will facilitate the process of butchering.  All students will participate with the hands-on activity and rotating with taking pictures and recording the event.  Parents will be asked to participate by cooking and making the bread for the meal.  

The students will work cooperatively in small groups to discuss and record the ways of how the Navajo use sheep as part of their way of life.  As part of the learning process, a consultant will demonstrate the process of shearing, cleaning, dyeing, carding and spinning the wool to prepare for rug weaving.  The process of rug weaving will be offered to the students as further enrichment.

Assessment:

· Checklists (Observation/participation and butchering/meal preparation)

· Teacher/student rubrics (Web site and brochures)

· Oral presentation (PowerPoint presentation)

EXTENSION

Technology Integration:

Use the Internet to see if there are web sites pertaining to the sheep and the butchering process within the Navajo Culture.  The students will also create two web sites about the processes of butchering, production of wool and rugs.  Each student will also create a PowerPoint presentation to present in class.

Enrichment/Remediation:  

Students will produce a loom and prepare to weave a small rug with the assistance of a consultant.  The teacher will introduce the weaving tools that are needed for the weaving process.  All students will ask their parents for help in purchasing or borrowing the weaving tools. 

Students will record and videotape all activities utilizing a digital camera.   The students will then produce a simple how-to book and read their book to a small group of primary school students.  For additional understanding, students will create a brochure or display a bulletin board of the step by step process of the two major lessons presented to them.

Teacher Reflections:

