Lesson Plan

Descriptors: 



Lesson Title: Local Rocks


Curriculum Areas: Social Studies


Recommended Levels: 1st Grade


Time Frame: 3-4 days


Tribal Affiliation: Navajo
Geographical Location: Southwestern United States (Arizona), Northern Region of Navajo area


Develop by: Celina White


E-mail address of developers: cjaywhite@hotmail.com


Date lesson was developed: June 28, 2001


American Indian Standard: Social Studies, K-4, Standard 3 Culture
Introduction:

Goal: 

Students will learn the names and the history of the local rock formations.
Behavioral Objectives: 

· Identify 3 rocks or rock formation in their local environment

· Describe the flora of the area surrounding the rock formation

· Compare and contrast two rocks formations

· Create a model of a rock formation
Prior Knowledge:

· Background of the area

· Geology of the area 

· The names of the shapes to describing the rocks

· Digital Camera

· Power Point 

Materials and Resources Needed: 

· Digital camera

· PowerPoint

· Clay 

· Tempera paint

· Paper 

· Pencil

· Consultant 

· Magazines

Culture Content: 
· Local elder from the Community 

· Stories related to the rocks

· Identify clans within each areas

· Create a book on local rocks

Lesson Summary and Performance Task:

The students will sit in a group and the teacher will introduce that all places have unique formations characteristic of their area.   Teacher will post a picture of Canyon De Chelly so the students can see the different types of rock formations. The students will describe what they have seen from the picture. As a group, students will sketch out the rock formation of Canyon De Chelly and share the picture with the class. 

Following the discussion the students will sketch two pictures of the local rocks and compare the picture at the site of the rock. 

The students will then go out to the rock location with one of the Community elders who will be telling the history of the rock.  They will then take pictures using the digital camera from different angles.  The students will then compare their drawings to the pictures.

The students should be able to name all rocks and know their significant history and formations and how they are relevant to their own culture. The information the students learned then will be applied to these activities: 

Make model of a local rock 

Book – story, name, orgin of the rock

Draw pictures

Oral presentation

Assessment: 

· Retell stories about rock formations

· Tell the location and say which cardinal direction it is in 

· Write three things they learned from the elder

Extensions:



Technology Integration:

· Paint a picture in the “ Paint program” of local rocks and type three sentences using word processor.

· Insert pictures from digital camera and put into the PowerPoint presentation.

