Lesson Plan

Curriculum Areas: Science, foreign language, reading, listening art, social       studies

Recommended Level(s): Grade 3                Time Frame:  30 minutes per day 

Tribal Affiliation: Written for the Iroquois nations, but could be used with any nation.

Geographic Location: Wisconsin, New York, and Ontario, Canada

Developed by: Shirley Barber, Oneida, Wisconsin

E-mail addresses of developers: sbarber@oneidanation.org
Date lesson was developed: June 28, 2001

Lesson Content:

Goal: Impress upon students the Cycles of Life on earth and their      contents.

 Behavioral Objectives: Students will:

1. construct a simple chart of a Life Cycle

2. label in English and Oneida (native language) the charts such  as seasons, plant cycle, water cycle

3. list activities that occur doing their cycle

American Indian Standards:

Standard 1  Language and Literacy Grade level K – 4

Standard 9  Geometry and Spatial Sense

Wisconsin Standards:

Social Studies Benchmark #5  A.3.5 c

Foreign Language Benchmark  B   B.1

Prior Knowledge Needed: 

 Oneida words for the labeling.  

The function and how to construct a circle (pie) chart.

Oneida Language names of the months.

Knowledge of what a cycle represents.

Knowledge of using computer and software.

Materials and Resources Needed:

Fluent Native speaker to help with language and brainstorming.

Drawing paper, pencils (crayons, markers, or water paints).

Blank Turtle calendars, one per child

Computers and software to create graphs and obtain the pictures

Pictures from the internet for making their charts.

Lesson Summary and Performance Tasks:

Teacher or a guest will explain to the students that Indian people are a land-based people and very intune with nature.  Review seasons and the months that make the seasons.  Also, review plant life cycle, animal life cycle, water cycle and any cycle that the students know. 

Using the blank Turtle Calendar, teacher and students insert the names of the months in Oneida Language. This can then be used to divide the months into seasons. Next the students go to the computer to create a seasonal pie chart. The students work cooperatively to create a list of activities that take place in each season. Divide class into four groups, give each group a season to create a pie chart for activities listed in their season.  Such as, spring- plant life cycle, spring –animal cycle, fall-tree cycle, winter-water cycle.

Assessment:

Create a rubic

Check list so can students draw their cycle and verbally explain to the other students or to a different class. 

Culture Content and Strategies:

Thanksgiving address is similar to the Pledge of Allegiance, in the respect that it is given by the student body on a daily basis.  However, it is thanking the Creator for everything that has been created and given to us to maintain our daily lives.  Thanks is given to every living thing on Mother earth and is explained why everything is important for us to survive.  We start with the Creator, then go to the people followed by everything on land and then up through the sky world ending back with the Creator.

Technology Integration:

Using the computer the students will create a pie/circle graph after surfing the web for information of their interest.  Surf the web to observe other cycle graphs and find one to print and explain to the other students. 

Enrichment/Remediation:

Enrichment- write a narrative to explain their chart.  Create a cycle chart of their interest, do resource  search on computer for exact information.  Look for information to make a Medicine Wheel to recognize that the circle is used for the Cycle of Life by other nations.

Remediation- tape record their ideas of the chart, questions, problems they might have encountered.  Reproduce a completed cycle using clay or paper mache then have a member of original group explain the cycle to the student.


