Seasons:  A Cycle

Recommended Grade Level(s): Pre-K -2

Curriculum Area(s): Science and Technology, Modern and Classical Languages

Approximate Time Frame: 30 minutes

Developed by:  Julia E. Sockbeson


Indian Island School

Content Standards/Benchmarks/Indicators

Students will understand how living things depend on one another and on non-living aspects of the environment.  

Students will gain knowledge of the earth and processes that change it.  Students will develop skills in oral and written presentation for one way communication within an individual or group.

Student products/performances

· Diagram or write narrative of food chain.

· Analyze the relationships between observable weather patterns and the cycling of the seasons.

· Recognize and produce Penobscot letters and numbers.

Criteria for evaluating student products/performances

· Correct identification of the ways in which organisms depend upon the environment

· Correct identification of the weather symbols

· Accurate description of weather changes

· Accurate description of weather's affect on seasonal cycle

· Effective use of oral language

· Chart accurate daily weather records

· Sentence order and grammar

· Capitals and punctuation

Brief description of the task in a prompt format (FAT-P - form, audience, topic, purpose)

READ STORY:  Mauliansis, Princess of the Dawn

· Discuss how the changes in the weather signal changes in the seasons.

· Define and construct a food chain.  Teacher will provide examples.

· Chart daily and later examine weather records to illustrate seasonal transitions.

· Select a member of one of the food chains discussed in class and trace it's life through each season.  The length should be no more than a page.

· Present observations to class.

Scoring Tool #1 for Food Chain

Analytic Rubric

Scoring Tool #2 for Recognize Relationship between weather and cycle of seasons

Analytic Rubric

Scoring Tool #3 for Narrative/Oral Presentations

Analytic Rubric

Enabling Knowledge and Skill

Students should know/understand that:

· There are four seasons in one year.

· Recognize the difference between living and non living.

· Recognize various weather conditions.

· There are four methods of graphing and measurement.

Students should be able to:

· Recognize and speak Penobscot words in story.

· Write a sentence with a noun and a verb.

· Begin to recognize interdependence of living and non living forms.

Materials and Resources Needed

Penobscot Speaker, written Penobscot words, story, pencil and paper

Notes to the teacher (include ideas for task extensions and/or adaptations)

· Grades 3 and 4 may think about how today's ecological balance differs from that of our indigenous ancestors.  The students will indicate ways in which attitudes toward the Earth have changed.  Design four seasonal displays that depicts how an animal adapts with changes in the weather.

· Middle school grades will devise their own food chains and write a story that describes the relationship between this food chain and their Penobscot ancestors.  Think about how attitudes toward the earth have changed.

Rubric #1  Naming Seasons and Weather

Excellent
Names and understand the weather associated with all four seasons.

Quality
Names and understand the weather associated with three seasons.

Acceptable
Names and understand the weather associated with one or two seasons.

Unacceptable
Does not name or understand the weather associated with the four seasons.

Rubric #2  Drawing or Narrating a Food Chain

Excellent
Draws or describes food chain independently.

Quality
Draws or describes food chain with teacher's assistance.

Acceptable
Draws or describes food chain in groups.

Unacceptable
Does not demonstrate understanding of the concept of food chains.

Rubric #3  Trace a member of your food chain through the four seasons.

Excellent
Traces a member of the food chain through four seasons.

Quality
Traces a member of the food chain through three seasons.

Acceptable
Traces a member of the food chain through two seasons.

Unacceptable
Cannot trace a member of the food chain through any seasons.

