Cycles of the Environment

Seasons: Summer

Recommended Grade Levels: Primary

Curriculum Area(s): Science, Language Arts

Approximate Time Frame: 15 minutes

Developed by: Sharon Paul

Learning Results/Benchmarks/Indicators

Students will use stylistic and rhetorical aspects of writing and speaking to explore ideas and present lines of thought and to reflect on human experience and to communicate feelings and knowledge and opinions.  Students will write or dictate stories or essays which convey basic ideas, have sequences that make sense and show evidence of a beginning, middle and end.  (Eng./LA p. 20)

Students will gain knowledge about the earth and the processes that change it.  The student will be able to analyze the relationships between observable weather of the seasons.  (Science/Tech. p. 70)

Students Products/Performances

· Name characteristics of summer: types of weather, plants, etc.

· Illustrate summer with original pictures.

· Dictate a story about the pictures they drew.

· Identify the plants of summer.

· Plant a flower and chart its daily progress.

Criteria for evaluating student products/performances

· Draw summer pictures illustrating different activities.

· Tell students’ own stories about the illustrations.

· Draw pictures that are related to summer.

· Plant students’ favorite summer flower and chart progress of the plant.

Brief description of the task in a prompt format (FAT-P-form, audience, topic, purpose)

You will discuss in a group the characteristics of summer.  You will be able to draw pictures and describe these characteristics in a journal.

Scoring Tool #1 for Naming Summer Characteristics

Analytic Rubric

Scoring Tool #2 for Illustrations

Analytic Rubric

Scoring Tool #3 for Dictation of Summer Stories

Analytic Rubric

Enabling Knowledge and Skill

Students should know/understand that:

· Summer is one of the four seasons.

· Only some plants come out in the summer.

Students should be able to:

· Listen to summer stories and identify the characteristics.
· Dictate a story about summer.
Materials and Resources Needed

Pictures and stories about summer. The books will be from the library.  The assessment is the oral discussion and dictation of stories.

Notes to the teacher (include ideas for task extensions and adaptations)

Rubric #1 Naming the summer characteristics

Quality
Names at least 4 characteristics without any assistance.

Acceptable

Names at least 3 characteristics with no assistance.

Unacceptable
Not able to name any characteristics.

Rubric #2  Illustrations

Quality
Draws at least 3 of the characteristics.

Acceptable
Draws at least 2 characteristics.

Unacceptable
Unable to sequence the pictures.

Rubric #3  Dictation of summer stories

Quality
Dictates 3 characteristics into a summer story.

Acceptable
Dictates 2 characteristics into a summer story.

Unacceptable
Not able to dictate any characteristics into a summer story.

