Cycles of the Environment: Seasons

Recommended grade levels: ECP-K

Curriculum area(s): Science, Language Arts

Approximate time frame: 15 minutes

Developed by: Karen Thomes

Learning Results/Benchmarks/Indicators

Students will use the skills and strategies of the reading process to comprehend, interpret, evaluate and appreciate what they have read (or had read to them).  (Eng./LA p. 13)

Students will gain knowledge about the earth and the processes that change it. (Sci/Tech p. 70)

Student products/performances

· Make inferences from a narrative.

· Use appropriate vocabulary to describe climate and weather.

· Describe characteristics of a season.

· Describe the way weather changes.

· Analyze relationship between weather patterns and the cycling of the seasons.

Criteria for evaluating student products/performances

· Name the four seasons.

· Describe different kinds of weather using their own words.

· Tell about the differences in the seasons.

· Use student’s own words to describe weather changes in relation to seasons.

· Relate changes and patterns to a particular season.

Brief description of the task in a prompt format (FAT-form, audience, topic, purpose)

You will listen to a story about the different weather we have throughout the year.  You will listen for the names and for something special that happens in each season.  After the story you will tell the teacher the names of the four seasons and something about each of the seasons. You will share with the class what you know about  the seasons. The teacher will write what you know on a chart.

Scoring Tool #1 for Naming Seasons

Analytic Rubric

Scoring Tool #2 for Describing Weather

Analytic Rubric

Scoring Tool #3 for Relating Weather to Seasons

Analytic Rubric

Enabling Knowledge and Skill

Students should know/understand that:

· Some events occur over and over again

· Weather can be observed and charted

Students should be able to:

· Listen to a story in a large group

· Retell events in a story

· Talk before a group

Materials and Resources Needed

Stories:   The Four Seasons

               A Book of Seasons

 Journals for personal entries about seasons (also an assessment tool)

Notes to the teacher (include ideas for task extensions and/or adaptations)

· Seasons lotto

· Shoshoni tale/dramatize/record

· Seasons poem

· Other seasons books

Rubric #1  Naming Seasons

Excellent
names the four seasons.

Quality
names three seasons.

Acceptable
names one or two seasons.

Unacceptable     does not name any of the seasons

