Cycles of the Environment

Seasons: Summer

Recommended grade levels: ECP/K

Curriculum Area(s): Science, Language Arts

Approximate Time Frame: 30 minutes

Developed by: Karen Thomas

Learning Results/Benchmarks/Indicators

Students will use the skills and strategies of the reading process comprehend, interpret, evaluate and appreciate what they have heard read to them.  (Eng./LA p. 13)

Students will demonstrate the ability to use the strategies of the writing process.      (Eng./LA p. 18)

Students will use stylistic and rhetorical aspects of writing and speaking to explore ideas, communicate feeling, knowledge and opinions.  (Eng./LA p. 20)

Student products/performances

· Recall information.

· Make inferences from a narrative.

· Tell about experiences and discoveries.

· Respond to stories orally and in writing.

· Respond to remarks orally and in writing.

Criteria for evaluating student products/performances

· Select or draw a picture/photo of a summer activity given stimulus samples of all the seasons.

· Recall information from the story about summer.

· Participate in a discussion of the story.

· Make remarks relevant to the story.

· Answer questions about the information presented.

· Dictate pertinent information about summer for a journal entry.

Brief description of the task in a prompt format (FAT-P-form, audience, topic, purpose)

You will listen to a story about summer entitled How Do You Know It's Summer? After listening to the story you will talk about the story in Circle.  You will answer questions about the story, then you will draw or choose a picture about something you like to do in the summer.  You will draw or glue your picture in your journal and dictate a story about your picture to the teacher.

Scoring Tool #1 for Participation in a Discussion

Analytic Rubric

Scoring Tool #2 for Drawing a Summer Picture OR Selecting Appropriate Photo

Analytic Rubric

Scoring Tool #3 for Dictating Relevant Information

Analytic Rubric

Enabling Knowledge and Skill

Students should know/understand that:

· Each season has particular characteristics.

· Weather changes with seasons.

· You can tell stories about pictures.

Students should be able to:

· Attend in a large group.

· Draw independently in their journals.

· Use appropriate words to describe weather.

Materials and Resources Needed

Varied seasonal photos, particularly of regional scenes

Story: How Do You Know It's Summer?
Notes to the teacher (include ideas for task extensions and/or adaptations)

· refrigerator box; paint so each side depicts our adopted tree in a different season

· dress dolls on summer clothes

· cut-up magazines and make a summer book

Rubric #1  Participate in a Discussion

Excellent
Relates summer to the other seasons.


Makes at least three relevant content related comments.


Express an opinion about a seasonal activity.

Quality
Makes at least three relevant comments about summer.


Identifies summer as one of the four seasons.

Acceptable
Identifies summer as one of the seasons.


Describes one summer activity or characteristic of summer.

Unacceptable
Does not make any relevant comments about summer.

Rubric #2  Draw OR Select a Picture/Photo

Excellent
Selects an appropriate photo OR


Draws a picture illustrating a summer setting.

Incorporates at least two characteristics of summer weather or a summer activity.

Quality
Selects an appropriate photo OR

Draws a picture of a summer setting incorporating at least one characteristic.

Unacceptable
Chooses an incorrect photo OR


draws an irrelevant picture.

Rubric #3   Dictate Relevant Information

Excellent
Chooses to make a journal entry.

Relates at least four characteristics of summer as related to the                      story.


Offers personal information about summer experiences.

Quality
Completes a journal entry when asked.

Relates at two characteristics of summer as related to the story.

Offers personal information about summer experiences.

Acceptable
Completes a journal entry when asked.

Relates at least two characteristics of summer as related to the story.

Unacceptable
Does not make a journal entry OR offers irrelevant information.

