Cycles of the Environment:  The Seasons

An Overview
This thematic cycle will incorporate myriad subtopics under the umbrella-seasons.  The cycle will consist of five sections:  introduction to seasons, winter, spring, summer and fall.  Attached is a diagram depicting the spiral of topics Pre-K through 8.  Each thematic units within each grade’s curriculum.  Each season will have a technology-based companion to further enrich the child’s exposure to a topic.  Also attached is a flow chart illustrating the technology-based selections available for introductory information, culturally based legends, poems and classroom activities.


For the purposes of this project, we have developed units and lessons under the seasons and summer headings for levels Pre-K through 2.  All lessons are grounded in the Maine Learning Results and use performance-based assessment.
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Day by Day: Summer

Day 1 – The children will listen to and discuss the story “How Do You Know It’s Summer?”

Day 2 – The children will discuss the characteristics of summer including weather, clothing, activities, and plants.

Day 3 – The children will each draw a summer picture in their journals.

Day 4 – The children will dictate stories about their summer pictures.

Day 5 – The children will listen to and discuss the legend, “How Sweetgrass Came to Be.”

Day 6 – In pairs the children will listen to the Hyperstudio presentation of “How Sweetgrass Came to Be.” 

Day 7 – The children will review the concept that a story or legend has a beginning and middle and an end.  The children will create a group story of legend.

Day 8 – The children will each create and illustrate a legend on a subject that will show how something or someone came to be.

Day 9 – The children will photograph their illustrations and legends with the digital camera.

Day 10 – The children will incorporate their photos into a HyperStudio stack.

Day 11 – The children will share their projects with the class.

Day 12 – The children will invite their families to view their projects.

Day 13 – The children will set-up their projects in the media center and share their projects with other students.

Day 14 – The children will dictate their reactions to the projects in a journal entry.

Day 15 – The teacher will conference with the children to assess their projects.

Day 16 – The children will take home the digital copies of their legends.

Summary of Day by Day Activities: Introduction to Seasons

Day 1 – The children will listen to and discuss the introductory story A Book Of Seasons.

Day 2 – The children will listen to and discuss the legend, “How the Seasons Came to Be”.

Day 3 – The children will review the legend How the Seasons Came to Be, by retelling the story using pictures depicting the story.

Day 4 - The children will select an animal from the story and create a mask representing that animal.

       Day 5 -  The children will re-enact the legend using their own words.  The play will be videotaped.

Day 6 - The children will listen to and discuss the story, "The Princess of the Dawn."

Day 7 - The children will discuss how the changes in the weather signal the changes of the seasons.

Day 8 - The children will be provided examples of a food chain.

Day 9 - The children will be provided examples of how the food chain adapts to the seasons.

Day 10 - The children will select an animal and trace its life through the seasons.

Day 11 - The children will present their observations to the class.

Day 12 - The children will use the animal for which they made a mask to make a journal entry about that animal's place in the food chain.

Day 13 - The children will form groups to make masks depicting the elements in a food chain.

       Day 14 - Repeat Day 13


Day 15 - The children will dramatize food chains.  The presentations will be videotaped and the tapes will be shared with families.
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