Forest Survival

Theme:  Cycles and Changes in the Environment

Topic:  Trees

How topic relates to theme:  Understanding the natural processes of the forest can help us contribute to its survival.

Grade Level:  4-5
Subject Area(s):  Culture, Science, Technology

Goal(s):  
· ‘See the forest for the trees.’   

· Come to an appreciation and understanding of their ancestors to the present day.

Objective(s):

The students will:  

1. Learn survival techniques, to work as a team, and to adapt to environment.

2. Present information through building a web page.

Estimated time required:  Three full days in forest, plus a week in the classroom.

Materials:  
Self-determination 



Pocket knife



Bandages



Sense of humor

Community Resources:  Teachers of culture, art, and the regular classroom, plus additional community members as needed.

Technology Integration:  To create a Web page of information.

Description of Activity:  

Students will go on a weekend outing.  During the outing, they will receive instruction in traditional names and uses of indigenous trees.  (suggestion added).  Students will take digital photographics that will be incorporated in their web-based reports.  IN the week following, the students will work in small groups to create a web page report of the outing and what they learned.  Students will work closely with culture teacher to insure that only sharable information is put into the report.

Assessment:  

· Process/product rubric developed collaboratively with the students prior to the activity.
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