Native Species

Theme:  Cycles and Changes in the Environment

Topic:  Trees

How topic relates to theme:  Understanding the natural processes of the forest can help us contribute to its survival.

Grade Level:  4-5
Subject Area(s):  Science

Goal(s):  

· ‘See the forest for the trees’

· Gain a responsibility and appreciation for and to become responsible stewards of their surroundings.

Objectives: 

The students will: 

1. Compare conifers / deciduous trees

2. Identify classification of trees

3. Identify tree species native to Maine

Estimated time required:  2-3 weeks

Materials:  
pencil



notebook



field guides



boots, jackets



Video camera

Community Resources:  Tribe’s Forestry Department, Tribe’s Geological Department

Technology Integration:  A Web page will be created with the information gathered during this activity.

Description of Activity:  

Students will take a field trip into the forest for the purpose of identifying trees.  They will video-tape the process.  They will gather and compare leaves and classify them.  A guest from the tribes Forestry Department will assist.  Students will write in their field journals concerning the following:

· Observation—Patterns will tell a great deal about the forest.   

· Habitats Identified

· Interaction—Between forest, animals, and ourselves.

· Explanation—Growth coexistence---Danger

Assessment:  

· Field journal data
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