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Creatures, Myths, and Legends

Theme: Cycles and Changes
Topic: Water
Grade Level: 3-4

Subject Areas: Language Arts, Science, and Social Studies

Goals:

· To help student become aware that water is a powerful force that has inspired many writers and artists.
· To help students become aware that water is a powerful symbol of life.
· To provide opportunities for students to discover why writers, artists, and poets are inspired by water’s life giving properties.
Objectives:

The Students will:

1. List and define water words.
2. Listen to water stories and poetry and translate their meanings.
3. Produce and illustrate their own book of writings and illustrations.
4. Create water creature banners for class/school displays.
5. Describe what they have learned through group writings, or, projects.
Background Information:

Without water, life would be impossible and our world would not exist. Water has many unique properties. It keeps all living creatures alive, it helps to transport goods and people to many places, and it is the air-conditioning and heating element of the Earth. Water can be used to produce energy and can also be a powerful force than can reshape the earth or destroy property. Water should be respected because it is life. Water influences the weather and climate of the earth. The amount of water has remained the same for thousands of millions of years and will not change in the future. We are drinking the same water our ancestors drank. What a miracle!

The lessons will explore water as an inspiration to poets, writers, and artists throughout the ages. The students will learn how we use water, and how important it is to all life on earth.

Materials:    Children’s literature books

 

Information books



Art supplies



Eyewitness Science CD 



Student journals

Activities: 

The students will:
•
collaboratively list water words and what they know about water in a mind web and summarize on a KWL work chart for later discussion.
•
use their words to write in a “Water Journal” on a daily basis.
•
offer responses about what they want to know about water.use 

•
Eyewitness Science CD for group projects.
•
conduct research about how and why water is used in poetry and art.
Evaluation:  

1. Teacher observation, mind maps constructed by students, student journals, poetry, art, banners, and completed KWL charts.
2. Group or individual student presentations.
3. School or classroom displays.
Student questions the activity may answer:

1. Why is water such an inspiration to artists and writers?
2. How have artists and writers used water as part of their artistic work?
3. How can I use water as the theme for my poetry?
4. What have I learned about the importance of water?
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