RELATIONSHIPS

Environment (Habitat)

Grade Level(s):  2-3

Subject Area(s):  Language Arts-Laguna Culture, Science Geography, Language Arts, 


Math

Name of Activity:  Utani Kuutiyu (Keres) Basket Hill

Time Requirement:  One week

Objective(s):  
Students will:

· Understand that habitat is composed of many integrated components including food, water, shelter, and space.

· Understand the health and well-being of both humans and wildlife are dependent upon the quality of the natural environment.

· Understand that environmental change in its various forms affects all life.

Materials:

Photos of land forms, some specific to the Laguna Pueblo reservation, camcorder to record observations of wildlife on natural environment around school and mine area, writer’s log, bus, camera, computers.

Assessment:

· Pre/post student drawings, pre/post journey log, compare and contrast photos of the Paguate Jackpile Mine area and identify and describe surface features of the land surrounding mine area.

Description:

1. Hook the students by asking where they like to play when outdoors.  Some might include picnics, hunting, or nature excursions.  Discuss what is enjoyed by being outdoors.

2. Discuss definition of nature, environment, habitat, wildlife, and pollution.

3. Discuss positive and negative attributes of an environment.

4. Discuss reasons that would prohibit entering some habitats.  Pollution in the form of radio-active waste can be introduced.  The Paguate Jackpile Mine on the Laguna Pueblo reservation can be exposed as an economic endeavor which no longer exists, only the effects of the uranium mining.

5. Video record students on field trip.  The field trip to the mine area will enable the students to observe first-hand the changes to the natural environment.  They will observe natural land forms intact, and the man-made changes to the environment as a result of the reclamation.

6. Students will compute the total square miles of the reclaimed land that is off limits to humans and some wildlife.

7. Students may suggest extensions based on the lesson; i.e. a visit by a former miner.

8. Students prepare HyperStudio stack of what was learned.

