Gone Fishin’

By Eric Steenhard and Marytheresa King

Introduction:
This activity provides resources for students in the third grade to explore salmon facts that are characteristic to each different type of salmon.  Students will have the opportunity to explore different websites of salmon.  The activity will take approximately five weeks.   

Materials

A copy of Yukon Chinook by Karen Walker

Swimmer by Shelley Gill

The Prince and the Salmon People retold by Claire Rudolph Murphy

The Girl Who Swam with the Fish retold by Michelle Renner

Anna’s Athabascan Summer by Arnold Griese

Markers

Crayons

Construction paper

Colored Pencils

Pencil

Pen

Notebook (to record students facts)

Paint

A computer with Internet access

A printer

Activity:  

Description of Activity:
For this activity, students will be given Internet sites to find information about different types of salmon and will be required to gather information from at least one of the sites given to the students each week.  Students will be required to choose one type of salmon to research.  Students will also be required to create a visual picture of their salmon.

Week 1

For the first week the story The Prince and the Salmon People, will be read aloud to the class to stimulate their interest in fish.  Then, students will chose one site from the list and record five new and interesting details about salmon.  

Week II

The second week’s activity will begin with the story, Yukon Chinook, by Karen Walker.  Then, students will chose a third site from the list and record five new and interesting details about salmon.   

Week III

The third week’s activities will begin with the story, Swimmer by Shelly Gill.  

Then, students will chose a second site from the list and record five new and interesting details about salmon.

Week IV: 

During story time in this fourth week, students will enjoy listening to the story, The Girl Who Swam with the Fish retold by Michell Renner.  Students will create their own picture of the salmon that they researched using different art supplies.

Week V

In collaboration with the 7th and 8th grade, students will use the digital camera to take photos of the salmon art activity.  Next they will scan their art for use in the third grade Website.  They will also write up the new information to use in the 3rd grade classes Website.

Websites

Salmon Facts.  An informational Guide to our state’s natural treasure.

http://www.wa.gov/wdfw/outreach/fishing/salmon.htm
The Salmon Lifecycle Studies, by Mrs. Jones Auke Bay School, 5th Grade Class.

http://www.jsd.k12.ak.us/ab/jones_cl/jones.htm
Pacific Northwest Salmon Snapshots

http://www.orst.edu/instruction/anth481/fish.html
Eel River Salmon Restoration Project.

http://www.hits/org/salmon98/

News: Save Our Wild Salmon

http://www.wildsalmon.org/news/facts.htm
Northwest Fisheries Science Center: Salmon Studies

http://research.nwfsc/noaa.gov/reutd/fcg/fcg-salmon.html
West Coast Salmon and the Endangered Species Act

http://www.nwr.noaa.gov/1salmon/slamesa/
Lifesize Fish: Watercolor Paintings

http://www.home.gci.net/~lifesize.fish/works.htm
Picture Gallery

http.//www.gbarkman.com/gallery.htm

Fish Art Online

http://www.virtualstream.com/fao/index.html

Canadian Fishing Company: Meet the Pacific Salmon

http://www.canfisco.com/meetsalm.html#Pink
Canadian Fishing Company: Life of the Sockeye Salmon

http://www.canfisco.com/socklife.html
Where do salmon go in the Ocean?

http://www.wh.whoi.edu/faq/fishfaq2d.html
More websites would be given to the class on a weekly basis for students to look up additional facts about salmon.

Rubric

This will be done in collaboration with the third grade class.  Examples of other rubrics will be shown to the class to help design the rubric.  Some areas we would grade on is looking up Internet sites and gathering information about salmon.  Other areas that can be graded are in writing, reading, and working collaboratively with the 7th and 8th grade students.

