Navajo Rug Weaving

Grade:   K

Unit Preface:


Navajo are masters of rug weaving.  The Navajo are known worldwide for the intricate designs, patterns, and colors used in their weavings.  There is a lot of preparation involved in Navajo rug weaving.  The loom and tools must be made and used in a proper traditional manner.


Historically, rug weaving was the basis of the Navajo’s economic structure.  The rugs were used to trade for other necessities.  Tools used in rug weaving include a loom, batten, weaving comb, and shed rods.  Native plants are used to dye the wool.  Certain designs and patterns are unique to their place of origin.

Objectives:

The students will:

1. be introduced to rug weaving.

2. be introduced to the weaving loom.

3. be introduced to rug designs and colors.

4. identify weaving tools.

5. identify the materials used in weaving a rug.

Activities:

· Student will weave paper place mats.

· Student will contract a mobile of weaving tools.

· Do finger weavings.  

· Student will read “THE GOAT IN THE RUG”

Technology integration:

· color in rug designs on rug-shaped diagram.

· Student will type a story in sequence using their drawing.

Culture connection:

Student will learn and spell vocabulary words of the weaving materials in English and Navajo.

Assessment:
Student will color, cut, and paste rug designs on a sheet of paper to create a rug.

Grade level:    1 

Unit preface:


Developed and refined over hundreds of years, Navajo rug weaving is both a fine art and a practical art.  Today many weavers buy their materials and tools rather than prepare and make them.  The steps from shearing sheep to setting up the loom require many arduous hours of work if a weaver chooses to use her own wool, spin the wool into thread, and finally set up the loom.  Each of these steps demands time and hard work, but many weavers would rather follow traditional methods than use commercial products thus create a rug enriched with traditions.

Objectives:  

The students will:

1. review the loom and rug weaving tools.

2. review Navajo rug patters and colors.

3. be introduced to wool preparation.

4. identify the steps in making a rug.

Activities:

· Student will create an “accordion”, a book on rug weaving steps.

· Students will create comic strips illustrating the steps in rug weaving.

Technology Integration:

Student will see a video on “Navajo Rug Weaving”.

Student will type and print a story about a rug.

Culture Connection:

Student will invite a guest speaker to demonstrate the steps in rug weaving.

Student will learn Vocabulary of the rug weaving in English and Navajo.

Assessment:

The student will Xerox the pictures in the book which illustrate the rug weaving steps, and have students put them in to the proper sequence.

Grade level:    2 

Unit preface:

Navajo rug weaving is an art dating back hundreds of years.  Today many weavers buy wool which has already been prepared for weaving, but traditional rug weaving preparations require much hard work from the raising of the sheep to the setting up of the loom.


A rug weaving begins with sheep shearing in late spring.  Washing the wool and carding it are next steps.  Before carding combs were developed, the women would fluff and stretch the wool by hand.  Originally after spinning the wool, it was dyed using native plants and white clay to produce the various colors.  Today some commercial dyes are used by some weavers.  Many weavers, however, choose to prepare their own wool sheep and to use only natural dyes in the coloring of their wool thus preserving their traditions and enhancing the quality of their rug weaving.

Objectives:

The students will:

1. review the loom and rug weaving tools.

2. be introduced to the shearing of sheep.

3. be introduced to wool preparation for weaving.

Activities:

The students will:

· bring wool in from home to practice cleansing.

· practice carding and spinning.

· read and complete activities of Willie Chee and Shearing Time (available through school library).

Technology Connection:

Student will create a wool book using pieces of wool in its various stages of preparation.

Culture Connection:

Student will participate in culture class activity in washing wool.

Student will learn and spell vocabulary in Navajo and English.

Assessment:

Student will design a drawing of a cleaning of a rug weaving preparation.

Grade Level:  3

Unit Preface:


According to tradition, Spider Woman who lives on Spider Rock in Canyon De Chelly gave the art of weaving to Navajo females in the present world, the Glittering World.  Young Navajo girls learn various styles and methods, as rug weaving is a complicated art.  First, a girl learns to prepare the wool, and then she is taught to set up the loom.  To set up a loom these are necessary:  Crossbeams, warp beams, rope, strong cord, and weaving tools.


After setting up the loom, the two shed rods are crisscrossed across the warp.  The batten is used to separate the back and front wrap.  The weaving comb is used to pack wool for the rug designs.  The upper and the lower rods are used to hold both ends to the loom in positions.


There are certain customs when weaving rugs.  Certain things should or shouldn’t be done when weaving; otherwise, the weaver may have bad luck.  Also, weaver never faces north, weaves only during the day, and never weaves when it is raining.  When weaving, a weaver never curses and must be clean of any blood (for example, after butchering).  There is no weaving during five-day ceremonies.  Never leave a baby in a cradle leaning up against a weaving loom.  These weaving rules may vary from family to family.

Objectives:
1. Student will be introduced to the story of Spider Woman and weaving.

2.   Student will review the preparation of wool for weaving.

3.   Student will be introduced to and study the procedures in weaving a rug.

4.   Student will be introduced to and identify customs of rug weaving.

Activities:

· Student will create cardboard weavings.

· Student will read a story of Spider Woman and her instruction on weaving.

· Find poems on rug weaving and have students read and illustrate them.

Technology Connection:

Students will write, type, and print concrete poems about rugs and weaving and weaving letter the words and sentences create a rug design.

Culture Connection:

Student will work on Creating posters on customs of rug weaving.  Use outline of rug for poster border.

Assessment:

Student will work in groups and create butcher paper posters on the steps involved in weaving.

Grade Level:   4

Unit Preface:


Weaving is one of the most fundamental, and expressive arts of the Navajo people.  According to Navajo creation, Spider Woman passed this skill to Navajo people who continue to develop and refine their weaving skills.

Spider Woman taught Changing Woman how to weave, so the Navajo people would have clothes to protect them from the elements.   Weaving and caring for one’s family represent the Navajo esteemed values of family care and industriousness.  Navajo weavers are highly respected because they exhibit those values and continue to follow the traditions of Spider Woman and Changing Woman.


Spider Woman not only taught Changing Woman how to weave, but to make and care for the various weaving tools make from juniper wood.  Because weaving is considered special and sacred, the weaving tools must not be left carelessly about nor thoughtlessly used or abused.


Most Navajo stories do not give the Pueblo Indians credit for teaching the Navajo how to weave.  Most anthropologists and historians believe that the Navajos did learn weaving from the Pueblo Indians during the Refugee period in the late 1600’s and early 1700’s.  However learned, the Navajos today are masters of rug weaving.

Objectives:
1. The student will review and recall Spider Woman’s teachings on weaving.

2. The student will be introduced to and to study the procedures in weaving a rug.

3. The student will be introduced to and identify the custom of rug weaving.

Activities:
· The student will read the history of the rug weaving.

· The student will draw and write a story about the history of how the rug weaving became the important resources of the Navajo people.

· The student will do research on the sheep and juniper wood.

Technology Connection:

· Student will do research on the history of the Navajo rug.

· Student will go into internet with other Native weaving.

Cultural Connection:

Student will have a presentation with the community rug weavers for Navajo traditional story of the sheep.

Student will have guest speaker with foster grandparent on the weaving tools and songs of the rug.

Assessment:

Student will draw and design a rug and label the parts of the rug and tools.

Grade Level:
   5

Unit Preface:


Navajo rugs are named for both their patterns and for the region of the reservation from which they originated.  The Chinle rug is characterized by its use of vegetable and aniline dyes.  A Ganado rug is recognized by a deep red background and geometric designs such crosses and diamonds.  


When trading posts began to spring up on the reservation in the mid 1800’s the Navajo people were introduced to things they could not produce or make on their own such as metal pots, hardware, cloth, flour, and sugar.  Since the Navajos did not deal with money, a barter system developed between the traders and Navajos.  Navajo rugs became a prized trading commodity.  The traders encouraged the women to weave rugs in exchange for supplies especially when a market for Navajo rugs started to grow in the East.


One of the earliest trading posts is still in existence today.  Located thirty-five miles south of Chinle in Ganado, Hubbell’s Trading Post is still a viable, operating trading post.  The high wooden trading counter is still there along with a wood burning stove in the middle around which people gather on cold days as they did a hundred years ago.  Sixty miles west of Ganado on the Hopi Reservation is the Keams Canyon Trading post.  Founder Thomas Keams urged the local Navajo women to weave large blankets to rugs for trade.


Near Shiprock, New Mexico, are located tow more early trading posts, Two Grey Hills, twenty miles south of Shiprock.  Both of these early trading posts are still in operation and retain some of that original, historical atmosphere.

Objectives:

1. Student will review Ganado and Chinle rug patterns.

2. Student will review and master the operations of a trading post.

3. Student will identify the color chart of the locations of the rug.

Activities:

· Student will create pop-up books on rug designs and locations of their origin.

· Create maps showing rug designs and locations of trading posts.

· Draw a picture of a dye color chart.

Technology Connection:

Student will view films or videos on tug designs.

Culture Connection:

The student will listen to a presentation with the Navajo rug weaver on the traditional story of the native designs.

Assessment:

Student will identify the location and the colors of the origin.

Grade Level:    6

Unit Preface:


The traders not only encouraged rug weaving, but also suggested various rug styles that the Eastern customers liked.  Regional rug styles developed, each distinct in its color and pattern.  A two Grey Hills rug is characterized by its use of white, brown, gray, and black wool.  A brightly colored rug with a wide border is typical of a Tee Nos Pos rug.  Crystal designs include borders, crosses, diamonds, and a crooked figure resembling the letter “G”.  The Storm pattern is common to the Western region of the reservation.  The color red, black, gray, and white and a lightening pattern in all four corners typlify the storm pattern.  Yei-bi-chei rug are woven representations of the Navajo Yei-bi-chei dancers.  They are usually from the Shiprock and Lukachukai areas.  


Other rug designs woven throughout the reservation are pictorials (illustration every life), reversibles, raised outlines, circulars, and miniatures.

Objectives:
1. Student will review and master the operations of the trading posts and the locations.

2. Student will identify the rug designs with its location.

3. Student will identify the plants for wool dyes.

Activities:
· Student will create rug book explaining different patterns and their locations.

· Student will create a “rug quilt” with each book of the quilt a separate rug design.  Students can use crayons on muslin or flour sacks and permanently imprint design with a hot iron.

· Student will learn to spell the vocabulary words in Navajo and English.

Technology Connections:

The student will interview with local community rug weavers, take pictures of the rugs and weavers, write story about the setting and use word processor to type and print the story.

Culture Connection:

The student will work with culture teacher to create a rug frame, and other tools to do the rug weaving.

Assessment:

The student will make a general report on the process of setting up rug, such as traditional shearing, cleaning, preparations of carding, spinning, and setting the loom.

Grade Level:  7

Unit Preface:


During the late 19th century and early 20th century, trading posts became important centers of reservation lift.  Usually owned by non-Indians, the trading posts were not only the local trading centers, but also a place where people could gather to exchange information and socialize.


The Navajos and traders developed a barter system whereby the Navajos could trade their crops and raw wool for such things as metal pots, coffee, flour, sugar, and fabric.  Sometimes the Navajo would leave a piece of jewelry on rug as security and the trader would extend them credit for the supplies they needed.


The pawed items could be retrieved when products were brought in to pay for credited supplies.  If the pawned item had been left after a specific period of time, then the trader could sell it for whatever price he could get.  A market soon developed for Navajo jewelry and rugs.  Because most Navajos did not speak English, the trade became the communication link between the Navajos and their non-Indian customers.

Objectives:
1. Student will review Ganado and Chinle rug patterns.

2. Student will review and master the operations of a trading post.

3. Student will review and study the four phases of Chief's blanket.

Activities:

· Student will spell vocabulary words in Navajo and English

· Student will set up a 'trading post' in class and have students role play the operations of a trading post.

· Student will take a field trip to Thunderbird Lodge to view various styles of rugs.

Tecnology Connection:

Student will down load on to the internet to view and locate other Navajo weaving arts.

Culture Connection:

Student will write a story (individually or in groups) about a particular rug.

Assessment:

Student will take turn weaving in the culture classroom.

Grade Level:  8

Unit Preface:


The Chief's blanket appeared between 1850 and 1875.  This was the period of great technical excellency in spinning and waving.  This shoulder blanket for men was patterned in board black, blue, and white horizontal bands and later was changed with the additions of diamond and related designs in red.  During this period bayeta was unraveled, spun, and used in making many fine Navajo blankets.  Indigo and commercial saxon yarn, which was natural in color but machine spun, were also utilized.


Between 1875 and 1890, Navajo weaving declined in quality.   Aniline dyes were introduced as well as Germantown yarns, which not only were machine spun, but also analine dyed.  There was a substantial decline in the quality of Navajo weaving around 1890.


By the end of the 1800's trades had become well established on the Navajo Reservation and their influence began to be felt.  As the rug period developed, traders recognized the necessity to improve and control quality standards.

Objectives:

1.   Student will review the Ganado and Chinle designs.

2.   Student will review rug designs.

3.   Student will study the three phases of the Chief's blanket.

4.   Student will identify a Chief's blanket and its colors.

Activities:

· Student will create maps showing rug designs and locations of the trading posts.

· Create and play a Concentration game on rug weaving.

· Student will create their designs of Chiefs blanket and measure the size of the rug.

· Student will put together the loom frame and setting the miniature loom.

Technology Connection

Student will research on the Navajo rug, use of the internet and word processor and make a rug booklet.

Culture Connection

Student will view the videos and have a traditional rug weaver on the rules and regulation of the rug.

Assessment

The student will set up and weave a miniature rug.
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