Project Based Learning

Theme: Cycles and Changes

Topic: Anatomy of a Pacific Salmon

Grade Level: first grade

Subject Area: Art, Language Arts, Science, Culture, Technology

Objectives: 

Students will use Art techniques to produce fish prints.

Students will create a story about their salmon.

Students will learn different parts of a salmon and their functions.

Students will respectfully treat Elder’s during presentation.

Students will collaborate with the 5th/6th graders to create 


a Hyperstudio to show anatomy of the Pacific Salmon with 

animation.

Estimated Time: three weeks

Materials:

12” x 15” (white, blue, gray) construction paper

Tempura paint (several colors)

Brushes

Sponges

Paper towels

Lined writing paper

Multiple colors of construction paper

(used to trace and cut out fish anatomy parts)

Glue and/or paste

Scissors

Markers

Crayons

Community Resources:

Library

Community Elders

Fisheries Department

5th/6th grade student peer tutors

A fish to butcher (elder will do this), knife, cutting board, wrapping for fish, cooking of fish over a fire pit.

Technology Resources:

Computer

Hyperstudio program

Clip Art CD’s

Digital Camera

Activities:

#1
Students will write a letter to ask if they can come to the fish hatchery to visit

#2
Students will entertain the elders who have come to share stories about fishing and preparation

#3
Students will watch as elder butchers the fish and prepares for cooking

#4
Students will be taking digital pictures while the elders are presenting

#5
Students will have art/science time when they cut out pre drawn parts and construct their own version of where fish anatomy fits on a fish outline on construction paper. They will also be learning the location and uses for the anatomy parts

#6
Students will have art time to create fish prints on large construction paper with paints, sponges, misc. objects for patterning and creation of their fish print

#7
Students will dictate a story about salmon to the teacher and Paraprofessional and illustrate them with crayons and markers

#8 
These stories and illustrations, along with their anatomy pictures and digital images of activities will be used to create the Hyperstudio projects with the 5th/6th graders. They will be paired up with an older student who will help them develop their projects for presentation.

Assessment:

Teacher and students will discuss what expectations should be set 

For time in art, hatchery visit, co-op technology experience, etc. Setting the standards first so students know what is expected of them.

