Plant Research

Grade Level(s):  4 - 6

Introduction

We are going to be planting our garden. We have chosen a place for the garden; we know the general shape that it will be; we have learned about our soil and how we can make it better for growing a garden; and we have a list of some of the plants we want to plant. We don’t know much about the plants. What do they look like? Where should we plant each plant?  What kind of conditions does each plant like to live in? How many do we need to plant?

In this exercise you and a partner will be a research teams whose job it is to find out about two of the plants on our plant list. Your team’s job is to find out as much as you can about the two plants assigned to you and then put the information you gather in a chart using ClarisWorks Spreadsheet. Then we will combine our work and share all the information gathered by each team with the other classes at the school.

The Task

Put a check in each box as you complete the assignment.


1.  Examine the list of plants we want to grow.  With your partner, pick two plants you would like to research.  (Each team will have different plants.)


· Write the plant names here.   _________________________

                                                   __________________________


3.  Find out what kind of soil they like.


4.  Find out how big they grow.


5.  Are the plants annual or perennial?


6.  Do they like sun or shade?


7.  Find out whether we should plant them from seed or transplant live plants.


8.  Find out what they look like.


9.  Find out what they can be used for.


10.  Decide how many plants we need to grow of each for pollination.


11.  Determine what insects or animals might hurt them in our garden.


12.  Draw your plants in color using the computer program of your choice or find a color picture of both plants.


13.  Make a list of the sources of information that you used and type the list on the computer using ClarisWorks word processing.


14.  Combine all your work you both did into one document.

Resources

•
     School Library.

· Community Library.


· Seed catalogs:


· Search (http://www.aps.edu/thmlpages/plants.html)

Processes

First decide together which parts of the research each of you will do. As you complete each part of your job write down what you have found and put a check in the box next to the numbers you have finished. Work together on one computer to set up the spreadsheet so that you can enter information you gathered into a chart. One of you will enter the information and the other will do numbers 12 and 13. Finally, work together to do number 14. When we are all finished documenting the information, we will develop a database of the information we gathered.

Advise

Help each other!

When you have all the information you need, ask for time on the classroom computer or time during our computer lab to make and fill in your chart.

Be sure to answer all the questions about each plant.

Be sure to put your team’s name on your final work.

Conclusions

By doing this project you have helped our school garden project, learned how to do research using sources other than encyclopedias, and have learned to make a chart using a ClarisWorks spreadsheet. You have also done some of the work that may be added to our class (or school) web page. 

Have fun!     

I can’t wait to see how your plants grow!

