Elk Unit —Culminating  Event

Topic:  Celebrating our learning about Elk
Grade Level: 5-8 grades (Middle School)

Subject Areas: Science, Language Arts, Arts, Fine Arts, Lakota Studies
Standards:
Science (National Standards):

•
Know how an organism's ability to regulate its internal environment enables the organism to obtain and use resources, grow, reproduce, and maintain stable internal conditions while living in a constantly changing external environment.

•
Know that organisms can react to internal and environmental stimuli.

•
Know ways in which species interact and depend on one another in an environment.

•
Identify and describe populations.

•
Understand factors that affect the number and types of organisms that can be sustained in an ecosystem.

Science (American Indian Standards):

•
Understand diversity and adaptations of organisms and Indians' respect for nature and its balances and natural forces.

Language Arts (National Standards): 

· Use style and structure appropriate for specific audiences and purposes. 

· Write persuasive compositions.

· Use descriptive language.

Use grammatical and mechanical conventions in written compositions. 

•
Gathers and uses information for research purposes.

Fine Arts (American Indian Standards):

•
Understand and apply media, techniques and processes in relation to American Indian/tribal art.

•
Choose and evaluate a range of subjects, symbols and ideas found in American Indian/tribal art.

Description of Activity: 
The elk is a key element in the Lakota culture. This unit was developed to integrate the cultural aspect to the study and understanding of the relationships between wildlife and humans sharing a common environment.

The final part of the unit is a project day based on the activities learned throughout the unit. It will be geared to the 3rd and 4th grade students.

In the morning workshops will be conducted by the 7-12 students on a rotating base. Some of the topics will be: the video from the field trip, reading, the making of small medicine wheels with the four seasons, the making of a mini-book with pictures of the elk family, a career presentation.

In the afternoon, artists and parents will join the group to do elk jewelry. The elk antlers are donated by the tribe, the HS students will saw slices of antlers to do earrings and necklaces. The students will paint silhouettes on the slices before glazing.

The 3rd and 4th grade students will do an evaluation at the end of the day.

· 
My favorite activity was:

· 
Today, I learned: 

· 
I would like more project days like this: yes - no

· 
Suggestions to improve the next time:

This unit has been submitted to the Superintendent to present to the school board for joined approval. 









































































































































































