The Elk
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Overview of a 12 Lesson Unit
Definition

The elk is a key element in the Lakota culture. This unit is being developed to integrate the cultural aspect to the study and understanding of the relationships between wildlife and humans sharing a common environment.

Key Theme Points

· Elk in history.
· Elk family.
· Elk habitat.
· Elk behavior.
· Elk management.
· Careers.
Grade Level:  7 - 12 extendible to K - 12.

Topics
Elk in History

1. Native Americans and Elk.
2. Origin of the Elk.
3. Declining with settlement.
4. Many uses of Elk and Elk byproducts by North American Indians.    

5. (Social Studies-Lakota  Studies-Language  Arts-Careers)
Elk Family
1. “We are all related” Big and small relatives.
2. Horns or antlers.
3. Ruminants






     

4. (Life  Science-Lakota  Studies-Math-Industrial   Arts-Careers)
Elk Habitat

1. Elements of Elk habitat.
2. Sharing the same ecosystem.
3. Change in the range.
   
(Life Science—Ecology—Careers)

Elk Behavior

1. Life cycle.
2. Social structure.
3. Predatory/prey relationships.
4. Migration.
   (Life Science—Ecology—Career—Social Studies—Lakota Studies)

Elk Management

1. Relationships between elk and humans.
2. Use of technology to track the elk population.
3. Management techniques and regulations. 



   (Government—Lakota Studies—Careers-Technology)

Culminating  Event

The students will do a presentation the different grades in elementary and participate in a project day where they can share how the Lakota used to use the Elk in their daily life.

Overview of Unit

K-6

Audience for 

culminating event.

7-8

Life Science/Math

Social Studies/Language Arts

Lakota Studies/Arts

Careers

9-12

Lakota Studies

Industrial Arts

Government/Careers

The spiral plan allows flexibility to the sequence of delivery. Every year could be different because the interest levels vary from one group of students to another.

The Elk

Thematic Unit/ Data Base

Takini School

A. Books
General Resources

Among the Elk: Wilderness Images by David Peterson

(Northland Pub, Co., 1988)

The Antelope and the Deer of America by John Dean Canton

(Arno Press, 1974)

The Deer of North America by Leonard Lee Rue

(Grolier Book Clubs, 1989)

Deer, Moose, Elk, and Their Family by Marie Jenkins

(holiday House, 1979)

Elk Country by Valerius Geist

(NorthWord Press, 1991)

Elk of North America: Ecology and Management by Jack Ward Thomas and Dale E. Toweill

(Stackpole, 1982)

The Jackson Elk Herd: Intensive Wildlife Management in North America by Mark Boyco

(Cambridge University Press, 1989)

Racks: The Natural History of Antlers and the Animals That Wear Them by David Peterson

(Capra Press, 1991)

Season of the Elk by Dean Krakel II

(National Cowboy Hall of Fame and Western heritage Center, 1985)

Wapiti, King of the Woodland by Willis Peterson and Beth Clifford

(Follet Publishing, 1961)

Watchable Wildlife Series, state-by-state guidebooks to wildlife viewing areas.

(Falcon Press, 1-800-582-2663)

CHILDREN’S BOOKS

NONFICTION

Deer at the Brook by Jim Arnosky

(Lothrop, Lee & Shepard, 1986) Primary

Eyewitness Books: Mammals by Steve Parker

(Alfred Knopf, 1989) All Ages

Headgear by Ron Hirsch 

(Dodd, Mead, 1986) Intermediate & Advanced

Secrets of a Wildlife Watcher by Jim Arnosky

(Lothrop, Lee & Shepard, 1983) Intermediate

The Dance in the Sky: Native American Star Myths by Jean Guard

Monroe and Ray A. Williamson

(Houghton Mifflin, 1987) 

Whitetail by Robert McClung

(William Morrow & Co., 1987) Intermediate and Advanced

Year at Elk Meadow by Jackie Gilmore

(Roberts Rinehart, 1986) Intermediate and Advanced

Zoobooks: The Deer Family by Timothy Levi Biel

Wildlife Education, Ltd., 1988)

FICTION

To Yellowstone, a Journey Home by Robert Scott McKinnen

(Holt, Rinehart and Winston, 1975) Primary

Wapiti the Elk by Rutherford George Montgomery

( Little, Brown, 1952)

B. Magazines

Bugle by the Rocky Mountain Foundation

Petersen’s Hunting by Petersen Publishing Company

American Hunter by the Official Journal of the National Rifle Association of America

Trophy Hunter by Trophy Hunter Inc. Ogden, UT (816)731-8728

C. Organizations

Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation

2291 West Broadway

P.O. Box 8249

Missoula, MT 59807-8249

1-800-CALL-ELK

http://www.rmef.org/facts.htm

National Rifle Association of America (NRA)

1-800-672-3888

www.nra.org

Project Wild

5430, Grosvenor Lane

Bethesda, MD 20814

1-301-493-5447

http://eelink.umich.edu/wild/overview.html

Western Regional Environment Education Council

4014 Chatham Lane

Houston, TX 77027

1-713-520-1936

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

4401 N. Fairfax Dr.

(Webb 304)

Arlington, VA 22203

1-703-358-1938

National Wildlife Federation

8925 Leesburg Pike

Vienna VA 22184

1-804-790-4000

Environment Protection Agency

Director, Office of Environmental Education

Washington DC 20460

1-202-260-4965

D. Technology

CD: The 1996 Grolier Multimedia Encyclopedia

    Macintosh CD ROM Version 8.0

CD: Encarta’95

     Microsoft/Mac OS CD ROM

CD: Endangered Creatures

     Microsoft/Mac OS CD ROM
Video: The Truth I

      Elk Close Encounters

        Primos Model #431

        P.O. Box 12785, Jackson, MS

        (601) 366-1288
Video: The Elk Box

      loan from the Game & Fish dept.

        videos, props, activities

        contact locally
Computer Program: Careers-Discover

Web Sites: see attachments









































































































































































